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By Charles Raudebaugh 
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The terrorist kidnapers of 
Patricia Heirst set as a pre- 
liminary ransom yesterday 
the distribution by her fa- 
ther of perhaps $350 million , 
worth of free food to the 
state's aged, welfare reci- 
pients and paroled convicts. 

In a taped message that 
accompanied the ransom 
letter, the 19-year-old coed 
assured her parents that she 
is well but left little doubt 
she is in fear of her life if 
the demands of her abduc- 
tors, the self-styled Sym- 
bionese Liberation Army, 
are not met. 

“The only way I’ll get out 
is to do it their way,” she 
said. “I hope you'll do what 
they say and do it quickly.' 1 
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The father, San Francisco 
publisher Randolph A. 
Hearst, said the political 
tone of the ransom demand 
gave him teassurance that 
his daughter is safe. 

“They are politically moti- 
vated," he said. "If they say 
she's safe, I believe it. I be- 
lieve they are taking good 
care of her." 

After Hearst had studied 
the demands carefully, a 
family spokesman said he 
“will give consideration to 
every demand and will talk 
to the agencies and institu- 
tions to determine how feas- 
ible it could be or would be." 

He said Hearst had no idea 
how many would qualify for 
the food or what it would 
cost, “but there will be a 
serious effort made and if it 
is within Mr. Hearst’s realm, 
he'll comply." 

The Symbionese Libera- 
tion Army said that the dis- 



tribution of the free fobd, to 
commence February 19 and 
continue for a month, would 
be taken as a "gesture of 
good faith" and would then 
open the door to negotiations 
for the release of the kid- 
naped girl. 

Although future demands 
were not spelled out, there 
was clear implication that 
the mysterious underground 
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grew . t~ which numbers 
pe/faps no more than a doz- 
ej/pergons — wants the re- 
lease of two men held for 
rie November 6 slaying of 
/M a t c u s Foster, Oakland 
schools superintendent. 

The two, Russell Little and 
Joseph Remiro, are tempor- 
arily being held in San 
Quentin prison, and in her 
taped message Miss Hearst 
referred to them several 
, times. 

“You understand why I 
was kidnaped and so you’ll 
understand that whatever 
happens to the two prisoners 
is going to happen to me." 
the girl said to her father. 

A man identifying himself 
only as Cinque, a general 
field marshal in the "United 
Federated Forces of the 
Symbionese Liberation 
Army," spoke on the same 
tape about “our captured 
soldiers in San Quentin" and 
hoped that they will receive 
the treatment accorded pris- 
oners of war under interna- 
tional law. 

Cinque, who said he was 



also called “Cin," address- 
ing himself directly t o 
Hearst on the tape, said he 
was the father of two chil- 
dren himself, but he would 
sacrifice their lives if by 
doing so he could "save 
thousands of children." 

"I am therefore quite wil- 
ling to carry out the execu- 
tion of your daughter to save 
the lives of starving men, 
women and children of all 



races,” he said. 

“I wish to say to you and 
to Mrs. Hearst that I as well 
as the forces under my com- 
mand, are not savage killers 
and madmen, and we do 
hold a high, moral value on 
life.” 

Cinque voiced a lengthy 
denunciation of Hearst as 
head of a “fascist media 
empire which is one of the 
largest propaganda institu- 
tions of the military state 
. . . and the corporate dicta- 
torship which President Nix- 

)n and Vice President Ford 
•epresent.” 

The SLA’s “general field 
marshal” said that the girl’s 
mother, Catherine Campbell 
Hearst, is a member of the 
Board of Regents of the 
University of California, and 
the board has world - wide . 
investments that “exploit” 
the people of Mozambique, 
Rhodesia and other coun- 
tries. 

The kidnap victim is her- 
self a student at the Univ- 
ersity of California. She was 
abducted at gunpoint the 
night of February 4 from the 
apartment of her fiance, 
Steven Weed, at 2603 Ben- 
venue avenue, in Berkeley. . 

The ransom letter that ac- 
companied the taped mes- 
sages directed Hearst to 
provide $70 worth of meat, 
vegetables and dairy prod- ! 
ucts to “all people with wel- 
fare cards, social security 
pension cards, food stamp 
c a rd s, disabled veteran 
cards, Medi - Cal cards, par- . 
ole or probation papers and 
jail or bail release slips.” 

It suggested that stores 
such as Safeway and May- 
fair be used as distribution 
points. 

The letter also demanded 
that full media exposure be 
given to the seven - headed 
cobra that is the insignia of 
the SLA, and to a lengthy 
“Declaration of Revolution- 
ary War and the Symbionese 
Program.” 

The latter document was 



in the bombastic language 
that has marked past com- 
munications from the group.. 
It dwelt repeatedly on the 
“murder, oppression and ex- 
ploitation of the people,” 
and said the Symbionese 
Liberation Army was deter- 
mined to end this. 

. “We are a United Front 
and Federated Coalition of 
members from the Asian, 
Black, Brown, Indian, 
White, Women, Grey and 
Gay Liberation Move- 
ments.” said the “declara- 
tion of war.” 
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The letter was mailed 
somewhere on the San Fran- 
cisco peninsula. Previous 
communications have been 
mailed in Marin county, 
Berkeley and San Francisco. 

Like the first letter that 
was received last Thursday, 
it was sent to radio station 
KPFA in Berkeley The first 
letter said only that Miss 
Hearst had been “arrested” 
by the Symbionese Libera- 
tion Army, presumably be- 
cause her father is “a cor- 
porate enemy of the peo- 
ple.” 

In yesterday’s taped mes- 
sage, General Field Marshal 
Cinque said that for security 
reasons, future communica- 
tions would not be frequent. 

The history of political 
kidnapings in other coun- 
tries is that there have often 
been long gaps between 
messages from the kidna- 
pers. 

The abduction of Miss 
Hearst is the first political 
kidnaping in the United 
States, and has attracted 
world - wide attention. 

Charles Bates, local head 
of the FBI, said no one in his 
office recognized the voice 
of “Cinque” on yesterday’s 
tape. 

H e also declared that 
there was no indication the 
girl has been removed from 
the Bay Area. 



